BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS
OF SKAGIT COUNTY
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Parent & Community Support

To help the clubs remain affordable, there are various fundraising
events throughout the year as well as an annual giving
campaign. Each year Boys & Girls Clubs of Skagit County has a
golf tournament in September and an auction in November. Local
clubs also have annual fundraising events. If you are interested
in volunteering, donating, sponsoring, or attending an event,
please contact your local club director for more information.
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A donation to the club helps insure quality programming,
healthy snacks, and excellent staff. Your support is very
much appreciated. Please ask a director about becoming a
Club Partner or Club Champion!
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BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS
OF SKAGIT COUNTY

Four Convenient Locations!
Anacortes, La Conner,
Mount Vernon, and Sedro-Woolley

Chartered Member of the
Boys & Girls Clubs of America



Welcome to the
Boys & Girls Clubs
of Skagit County!

We are excited to have your child as a
member of our club. This handbook is
intended to be a helpful, general information
guide for parents and members. Inside you
will find information on membership, policies,
procedures, and general club programs and
guidelines. It is not possible to cover every
policy, procedure, program, activity or event
in the handbook. Please contact your local
club for current and specific information.
Again, we are pleased to have your child as
a member of our organization. We will help
build memories to last a lifetime!
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Computer Lab

Members are encouraged to use computers to assist with
homework. Each club has defined rules in the lab to keep
members safe. Members are not allowed to chat online, use
email accounts, download music, or visit personal networking
sites such as Facebook or MySpace. Members are carefully
monitored by staff while online to insure their safety. Members
must have permission from Club Staff to use the Internet.

Snacks

The Boys & Girls Club offer a daily snack. Parents are
encouraged to donate healthy items to this program such as
peanut butter, jelly, cheese, crackers, tortillas, fresh & washed
fruit and vegetables, bread, juice, milk, etc. Children who receive
an after-school snack have less social struggles and a more
positive experience. Please help us to provide an outstanding
shack program.

Parent Visitors / Volunteers

The club is a great place for your child to learn and grow socially
and emotionally. The clubs have a 15 minute limit on parent
visits. We want your child to have great experiences and
adventures to share with their family members in the car going
home, during dinner time, or in a general conversation.

If you choose to become a volunteer for the club, a registration
form, a background check and fingerprinting is mandatory.
Please ask the club director for more information.

Boys & Girls Clubs Work!!!

Did you know....

= The national high school drop out rate is 34%! The rate
amongst Boys & Girls Club members is 7%.

= Nationally, 16% of high school graduates continue their edu-
cation and earn a 4-year college degree. Among Boys &
Girls Club members, that figure is 25%

Source: Harris Poll
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Programs

Large group, drop-in, and informal activities are offered at the
club. Members are exposed to a variety of games such as pool,
foosball, tennis, kickball, broom ball, as well as board games.
The club also has programs in the arts, recreation, leadership,
as well as community service opportunities. Please check your
club for the monthly activity calendar and specific programs
offered.

Core Programming Areas
Health & Life Skills
The Arts
Education & Career Development
Character & Leadership Development
Sport, Fitness, and Recreation
Technology

We strive for all youth to achieve:

The Positive Place For Kids

BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS
OF SKAGIT COUNTY

Positive self identity
Educational, employable, social, emotional,
and cultural competencies
Community Involvement
Health and well being
Moral Compass

Why We Are Important!

All young people need to know people care about them.
At Boys & Girls Club, we care about all youth individually.
Club programs and services promote a sense of
competence, usefulness, belonging, and influence.
Boys & Girls Clubs of Skagit County are truly fun, safe, and

The Positive Place For Kids!
14

OUR MISSION
To inspire and enable all young people,
especially those who need us most, to reach
their full potential as productive, responsible,
caring citizens.

YOUTH DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY

Boys & Girls Club programs promote the development of
young people by instilling a sense of:

-Belonging  -Influence
-Usefulness -Competence

When this strategy is fully implemented, self-esteem is
enhanced and an environment is created which helps boys
and girls reach their full potential.

NON-PROFIT TAX ID
Boys & Girls Clubs of Skagit County is a Non Profit
501(c)(3)Organization. Our tax identification number is
91-1670669.




Core Beliefs
The Boys & Girls Club provides a safe place to learn and grow;

Ongoing relationships with caring adult professionals;
Life enhancing programs;
Character development programs;
Hope and opportunity.
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Boys and Girls Clubs are building centered, employ

trained professional staff, offer programs that work,
and are affordable to all.

A Boys & Girls Club What Makes Boys & Girls Club so Unique?
. d . Dedicated Youth Facility
prOVI €s. The Boys & Girls Club is a place -

« A safe place to learn and grow an actual neighborhood based building.
« Ongoing relationships with
caring adult professmnals The clubs are open after school when youth have
« Life enhancing programs and free time and need positive, productive outlets.
o Character development

Open Weekdays

Professional Staff
experiences Every club has trained youth development professionals

o Hope and Opportunity serving as positive role models and mentors.

Available and Affordable for all youth
Changlng Skaglt Cou nty, Clubs reach out to kids who cannot afford, or lack access

: : to other youth programs. The membership fees are
one child at a time. YOUH Prog 1embersnip
kept low so that all youth may participate in the programs.



Personal Items

Valuable items should be left home (MP3 players, gaming
devices, etc.). In the event a child loses an item, the club
maintains a lost and found. All items not claimed, including
backpacks, jackets, and other wearable items, will be donated to
a charity on a regular basis.

Boys & Girls Clubs of Skagit County does not assume any
responsibility for lost, stolen, damaged or misplaced items.
Members are responsible for their own belongings at all times.

Member Pick Up

When picking up a child, the parent or designated driver needs to
come into the club to get them. Members are not permitted to
wait outside of the club for a ride. Safety of our members is a
priority.

Please contact the club in the event unforeseen issues arise that
will prohibit you from picking up you child prior to the club’s clos-
ing time. Any members picked up more then 5 minutes after the
scheduled closing time of the club is considered a late pick up. If
late pick ups are habitual, your child could potentially lose mem-
bership privileges. Any member left at the club 30 minutes past
closing with be placed in the custody of the local police/sheriff
department or Child Protective Services. Under no circum-
stances can a staff member transport members in their personal
vehicle.

Field Trips

The clubs offer special field trips periodically. Most of these
activities require a permission slip. The date, times, place, and
additional costs will be included in the information on the
permission slip. The permission slip and money must be returned
to the club together. Please remember....No Slip - No Trip.

KRJCug
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Boys & Girls Clubs of Skagit County
Club Locations

Anacortes Club La Conner Club
Director: Angela Freeburg  Director: Marlene Brenton

P.O. Box 1098 P.O. Box 567

2219 M Ave. 305 N. 6th Street
Anacortes, WA 98221 La Conner, WA 98257

360.588.9045 360.466.3672

Mount Vernon Sedro-Woolley
Director: Sheena Lind Director: Jill Reid
P.O. Box 947 P.O. Box 417
1100 N. La Venture 201 N Township Rd.
Mount Vernon, WA 98273  Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284
360.428.6995 360.856.1830

Administrative Office

Executive Director: Kim Grams
2226 Market Street, Suite B
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Mailing
P.O. Box 947
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
360-419-3723

Health & Safety

Boys & Girls Clubs of Skagit County maintain a zero tolerance for
drug, alcohol, and tobacco use within the confines of the club or
during club field trips. Weapons are also prohibited. Club staff
cannot disperse medications. Please notify your local club
regarding serious health issues your child has (asthma, bee sting
or peanut allergies, migraines, etc.).

Accidents

If an injury occurs, staff will provide immediate first aid. If the
injury sustained requires a call to 911, parents will be
immediately notified. In the event a parent cannot be reached, an
emergency contact will be informed. Treatment may be provided
by a healthcare professional in the event a parent or alternate
contact cannot be advised. Please update any changes to
your personal address, home or cell phone numbers, or your
emergency contacts’ home or cell phone numbers immediately.
Our goal is to provide a fun and safe place for your child.

Bicycles, etc.

Bicycles, scooters, skateboards, and heelies, are prohibited on
facility grounds. In the event a club member rides a bicycle to the
club, they must bring a sturdy chain for security and wear a
helmet for safety. Bikes, scooter, and skateboards must remain
parked while the member participates in club activities and
walked off grounds to ride.

Emergencies and Snow

In the event of a natural emergency, the staff will supervise
members until arrangements are made to have your child picked
up. Every effort will be made to keep all members and staff safe.

The club follows all local school district policies regarding snow.
If the school district is closed, the club will be closed. The same
applies for power outages. Please call if you are concerned
severe weather is affecting your club. Clubs may close early to
insure the safety of its members and staff.
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Open Door Policy

Boys & Girls Clubs of Skagit County are not licensed day cares,
and therefore have an open door policy. Staff are not responsible
for keeping members at the club. Decisions of when and how
members leave is an understanding between parents and their
child. Please discuss expectations and boundaries with your
child.

Members scan in and scan out of the club. This is critical for the
staff to keep all members safe and well cared for while at the
club. If your child has misplaced their Membership Card, a hew
card may be purchased for $2.

Helping children BE GREAT since 1997!
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Membership

The Boys & Girls Clubs of Skagit County are PRIVATE,
non-profit, membership based programs and facilities. All
access and participation in the clubs begins with a current
membership.

Membership is open to all youth ages 6-18. The annual
membership fee is $30.00 per child. All memberships expire
August 31 and must be renewed annually for your child to
participate in club activities. A current Club Membership
is required to participate at the Club. Please be sure to
renew your Membership by August 31st in order for your
child to attend during our After-School Program. The club
reserves the right to suspend or revoke memberships or
privileges with or without notice and without refund at any time
should circumstances warrant.

Membership Policies

All youth with current memberships are invited to participate in
all club activities, programs, games, homework assistance,
arts and crafts, games room, tournaments, computers, or just
relax and socialize with friends.

The club is supervised by staff for safety, citizenship, respect
for self and others. Members must display acceptable
standards of behavior and self discipline. This is enforced
through positive guidance. Members must also have the
physical, mental, and emotional maturity to act and interact
independently and responsibly within a club setting.

Acceptable behavior is a requirement of club members within
the club. Any action or behaviors that jeopardizes the health,
safety, or welfare of self, others, or any property is not
tolerated. The club has a Zero Tolerance Policy on any type
of violence or abuse.

It is important that youth come to the club because they want
to, not because they have to. Boys & Girls Clubs of Skagit
County units are not licensed daycares. Please do not use the
club for babysitting, day care, or to drop and shop. The club is
an activity center and a youth development program.



Discipline Statement

All members of the Boys & Girls Club must demonstrate high
standards of behavior. Acceptable behavior is defined by:

e Respecting Club Members

e Respecting Club Staff, Volunteers, and Visitors
e Respecting Club Equipment and the Facility

e Respecting Yourself

e Having FUN!

The club is a place to have fun therefore must be free of
threats, taunts, slurs, bullying, teasing, tobacco, alcohol, and
drugs. Clothing or artistic impression (including music)
deemed inappropriate is not allowed in the facility.

Discipline Policy
If a member displays unacceptable behavior, staff may:

o Offer informal positive guidance

e One-on-One positive guidance and discussion
o Parent conference

o Parent/child conference

e Temporary suspension

e Indefinite suspension

e Permanent suspension

e Revocation of membership without refund & a no tres-
pass/no contact order.

In the event a member has been suspended, club staff will
make every attempt to notify a parent/guardian. All club staff
strive to keep the club a safe, fun, and positive place for your
child. Under certain circumstances, state laws require notifica-
tion of police, Child Protective Services, or other authorities if
abuse or neglect is suspected.

KRJGug
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General Club Guidelines
e Itis important to always listen to staff and follow directions.

o Always remember to respect other club members, the
staff, volunteers, visitors, the equipment, the property,
and the facility.

o Please keep language and clothing positive and
appropriate.

o Bully and fighting are not tolerated. This includes cyber
bullying and phone harassment.

e Hats, hoods, caps, bandanas, and sunglasses are worn
outside only and not in the club.

o Daily school attendance is required to attend the club. If
your child is home sick, they may not attend the club that
day.

e Members are not allowed to loiter outside of the club or on
school property at any time. Members can be outside only
when supervised by staff to keep everyone safe.

o Please ask for permission to use the phone. Daily phone
use has limitations.

o Play hard, play fair, play to have fun!

Fee Schedule
Annual membership fee per child $30.00

Each member is issued 1 membership card with upon registration.

Replacement membership cards $2.00
Extended day (Early release school days)
Prepay (before the release date)  $5.00
Pay the day of $10.00
Late payment $2.00
Camps (per week) $100.00

Payments not received in a timely manner could prohibit your
child from club participation until the amount due is paid in full.

Fees are subject to change without notice.
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